
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

Detection of Liver Diseases usingQuantum Machine Learning
Laura M. Donaire
University of Almería

Almería, Spain
laura.donaire@ual.es

Gloria Ortega
University of Almería

Almería, Spain
gloriaortega@ual.es

Francisco Orts
University of Almería

Almería, Spain
francisco.orts@ual.es

Ester M. Garzón
University of Almería

Almería, Spain
gmartin@ual.es

Ernestas Filatovas
Vilnius University
Vilnius, Lithuania

ernestas.filatovas@mif.vu.lt

ABSTRACT
Quantum Machine Learning (QML) merges the concepts of quan-
tum computing with traditional machine learning (ML) to explore
potential computational benefits in data processing and model per-
formance. With the advent of Noisy Intermediate-Scale Quantum
(NISQ) devices, hybrid quantum-classical strategies are becoming
increasingly prominent, particularly in fields demanding high pre-
cision, such as healthcare. In this study, we investigate whether
hybrid quantum computing can enhance certain aspects of classical
ML—specifically, dataset balancing and the complexity of neural
networks used during training. To this end, we use the Indian Liver
Patient Dataset (ILPD) as a case study for liver disease detection. We
introduce QML-L, a hybrid framework that effectively integrates
classical and quantum ML methods, covering the full pipeline from
data preprocessing to model architecture and parameter tuning.
Our findings show that QML-L improves key performance indi-
cators such as accuracy and precision, while reducing quantum
resource requirements to a single qubit, thereby enhancing prac-
tical feasibility. These results highlight the promise of QML for
medical diagnostics, especially within the constraints of NISQ-era
technologies.

CCS CONCEPTS
• Computing methodologies→ Neural networks; • Computer
systems organization→ Quantum computing.
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1 INTRODUCTION
Quantum Machine Learning combines quantum computing and
classical machine learning to tackle complex challenges in data sci-
ence with fewer data and computational resources [3]. In healthcare,
traditional ML models like neural networks and decision trees have
improved early diagnosis, but still strugglewith imbalanced datasets
and complex medical structures [2, 7, 8]. QML leverages quantum
phenomena such as superposition and entanglement to learn from
small, noisy, or unbalanced data, showing promise for tasks like
disease classification, even on current NISQ devices [5, 6, 10]. Liver
diseases are a major global health concern, causing around 2 mil-
lion deaths annually [4], and current diagnostic methods are often
invasive and error-prone, motivating the need for more efficient
AI-based solutions.

This work presents a resource-efficient hybrid model with a
single-qubit quantum layer, evaluated on the ILPD dataset and
benchmarked against classical and quantum approaches.

2 METHODOLOGY
Our methodology, illustrated in Figure 1, includes dataset prepa-
ration, interfaces selection, hybrid model design, hyperparameter
tuning, and performance evaluation.

Definition Case Study and Data 
Preprocessing

Training, Validation and Testing
of the Neural Network

Model Selection

HYBRID NEURAL NETWORK

Hyperparameters
Optimization

Classical Model

Interfaces Selection to 
execute the hybrid models

Quantum Layer

Optimization of number
of qubits

Figure 1: Diagram of this work project, illustrating the stages
from left to right for training a neural network for classifi-
cation using the ILPD dataset.
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2.1 Dataset and Preprocessing
We used the ILPD from the UCI Repository1, consisting of 583
records from India. It contains 10 features (e.g., total bilirubin, albu-
min, SGPT, SGOT) and a categorical variable (‘Selector’) indicating
whether a patient has liver disease (416 positive, 167 negative).

To prepare the data for training, we applied dummy encoding,
imputed missing values, recoded the target variable, performed
train-test splitting, and standardized the features. These steps en-
sured consistent feature scaling and proper handling of categorical
and missing data. Its important to notice that not balancing tech-
niques were applied.

2.2 Proposed QML Model and Hyperparameter
Tuning

The QML-L model is a sequential hybrid architecture tailored for
NISQ-era quantum devices. It begins with an input layer (one neu-
ron per feature), followed by a dense layer of 256 neurons with ReLU
activation and HeNormal initialization. A dropout layer with a rate
of 0.3 is included to mitigate overfitting. Next, a second dense layer
with 128 neurons uses ReLU activation and GlorotUniform initializa-
tion. This is followed by a dense layer with one neuron, a quantum
layer with a single qubit, and an output layer with a sigmoid ac-
tivation function for binary classification. Figure 2 illustrates this
hybrid quantum-classical structure.

To optimize performance, we combined GridSearchCV with man-
ual tuning, adjusting key classical hyperparameters—such as learn-
ing rate, dropout, batch size, and early stopping—aswell as quantum-
specific settings (e.g., quantum data encoding techniques such as
angle or amplitude encoding). The search strategy was informed by
preliminary experiments and constrained by hardware limitations
and training time. Model training was carried out using stratified
5-fold cross-validation.

Hidden  Layers Output LayerQuantum LayerQuantum Layer

Figure 2: Structure of the hybrid QML-L model, showing clas-
sical layers, dropout, and the quantum layer.

3 RESULTS
We conducted an extensive review of state-of-the-art classical and
quantum models for liver disease prediction. Among the classical
approaches, the most competitive was the Stacking ensemble pro-
posed in [1]. This method combines multiple classifiers—Random
Forest, Decision Tree, XGBoost, and ExtraTrees—along with class
balancing techniques, and achieved 90% across all performance met-
rics. However, it incurs a high computational cost due to the use of
1https://archive.ics.uci.edu/dataset/225/ilpd+indian+liver+patient+dataset

several resource-intensive models. In the quantum domain, we com-
pared our model to the LR_QFE approach presented in [9], which
employs Quantum Feature Engineering. While LR_QFE achieves a
recall of 99%, its performance in the remaining metrics is lower (74%
accuracy, 75% precision, and an F1-score of 85%) and it requires 10
qubits with a circuit delay of 40.

By contrast, our hybrid model, QML-L, provides a balanced trade-
off between accuracy and efficiency. It achieves 83% accuracy, 80%
precision, 90% recall, and an F1-score of 85%, while requiring only
1 qubit and a delay of 18, making it well-suited for implementation
on current NISQ devices.

4 CONCLUSIONS AND FUTUREWORK
This work presents QML-L, a hybrid quantum-classical model for
liver disease detection. It achieves competitive performance while
requiring minimal quantum resources, making it suitable for imple-
mentation on NISQ devices. Compared to state-of-the-art methods,
QML-L offers a promising and efficient solution for medical diag-
nostics. Future work will focus on exploring improved quantum
encoding techniques and advanced algorithms to further enhance
its applicability and performance.
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